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“T was fascinated by automobiles, so I used
to sneak down to the motor pool, where I
met an American who taught me all about
engines.” And he said, “He also gave me
chocolate. Then I would take him home, and
my mother would make him pasta.” And he
said, “T decided that I wanted to go to Amer-
ica,” and he said, “as soon as I was old
enough, I came to America, and I opened
my own garage. I met a wonderful woman.
I had a great family. I raised two children.
They both have college educations, all be-
cause I met an American soldier in a motor
pool. T never knew what happened to the
soldier until I read in our local paper a story
about your father’s experience in World War
II, and there was a picture of your father,
and I knew that was the man who had helped
me. I think he would be very proud of me
today.”

The consequences of what was done by
the World War II generation are being felt
today, in ways big and small. A country is
known by what it remembers. This is a noble
endeavor. A hundred million dollars sounds
like a lot of money. It's peanuts. I meant to
ask Secretary Cohen before I came up here,
but if we had to fight World War II today,
it would cost several trillion dollars—$100
million is nothing. We ought to come up with
the rest of the money, a little more if we
need it, and do it right. And never forget.

Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Maj. Gen. John P. Herrling, USA
(Ret.), secretary, and Gen. Fred F. Woerner, USA
(Ret.), chairman, American Battle Monuments
Commission; Melissa A. Growden and Jess Hay,
members, World War II Memorial Advisory
Board; Mr. Hay’s wife, Betty Jo; former Senator
Harry F. Byrd, Jr; former Senator James R.
Sasser, U.S. Ambassador to China; NBC News an-
chorman and author Tom Brokaw; and actor Tom
Hanks. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
former Senator Dole and Mr. Smith.
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Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Norman Y. Mineta To
Be Secretary of Commerce and an
Exchange With Reporters

June 29, 2000

The President. Good afternoon. I'm
pleased to bring you here to announce my
nomination of Norm Mineta to be the 33d
Secretary of Commerce, to carry on the suc-
cessful work of Bill Daley, Mickey Kantor,
and Ron Brown.

I want to welcome Norm and his wife,
Danealia, here. And I want to thank Sec-
retary Daley for returning from his new du-
ties to be with us and for the truly magnifi-
cent job that he has done.

I also want to thank our Deputy Secretary
of Commerce, Rob Mallett, for being here
today and for also being part of that same
tradition of excellence—his leadership in im-
proving the way the Department is run and
especially his efforts to open Government
contracting to women and to minority-owned
businesses. We couldn’t do it without you,
Bob, and we thank you for your service.

Norm Mineta is a worthy addition to the
Cabinet. He was, of course, a Member of
Congress for 21 years, representing Silicon
Valley, serving as chair of the House Com-
mittee for Public Works and Transportation.
He was a leader on trade and technology and
helping his colleagues understand and pro-
mote the emerging digital economy.

We worked closely together on trade
issues but on others as well, such as family
and medical leave, where his support was ab-
solutely pivotal. And he has ably chaired my
Advisory Commission on Asian-Americans
and Pacific Islanders.

Now, Norm thought he’d left politics for
good in 1995 when he left Congress to work
for Lockheed Martin. But politics and public
service have a way of calling the best back.
Norm is one of the best, a strong leader for
the Department of Commerce, a highly
skilled negotiator in Washington and
throughout the world. He will play a crucial
role in keeping our economic strategy on



Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / June 29

track, opening trade around the world, in-
vesting in our people, promoting high tech-
nology, bridging the digital divide.

He brings an indepth understanding of
American business and a strong sense of the
needs of our high-tech economy. But he also
has a deep concern for people—for the peo-
ple in places who are not yet fully partici-
pating in this economy.

You see, Norm Mineta’s family story tells
a lot about the promise of the American
dream and the power of one person’s devo-
tion to opportunity and to justice. As a young
boy during World War II, he and his family
were forced from their home and held hun-
dreds of miles away in a desolate internment
camp for Japanese-Americans. When he got
home, young Norm vowed to work to make
sure that kind injustice could never happen
to anyone else.

He grew up, went to college, served with
the Army in Korea and Japan. Then he began
a career of public service in the San Jose gov-
ernment, becoming the first Asian-Pacific
American mayor of a major American city.
He was elected to Congress in 1974 and be-
came the first Asian-Pacific American to
chair a major congressional committee. But
he never stopped fighting for justice. His ef-
forts led to the passage of the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988, which provided an apology and
compensation for every survivor of the war-
time internment camps.

I am proud to add to Norm’s string of firsts
by naming him the first Asian-Pacific Amer-
ican ever to hold a post in the President’s
Cabinet, proud to have a man of his qualities
as a member of our economic team, as we
work to make the most of this moment of
unprecedented opportunity.

Recently I received a remarkable book
called, “Asian American Dreams.” It’s author
writes that Asian-Pacific Americans are “a
people in constant motion, a great work in
progress, each stage more faceted and com-
plex than before. As we overcome adversity
and take on new challenges, our special dyna-
mism is our gift to America.”

Well, that pretty well describes Norm Mi-
neta’s life and why I decided to name him
Secretary of Commerce. I am very grateful
to him, and to his wife, for giving up the
joys and the remunerations of private life to
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come back into public service. And I hope
he will be swiftly heard and confirmed by
the United States Senate.

Norm.

[At this point, Secretary of Commerce-des-
ignate Mineta made brief remarks. ]

The President. Thank you.

William M. Daley

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Daley is leaving
your Cabinet, but he’s going to another im-
portant job, and I wonder if you have any
advice for him as he moves to take over the
Gore campaign, and also, if you think you're
going to be offering advice regularly to him
over the next couple of months.

The President. My advice is not to discuss
such advice in public but just to listen and
do what he thinks is right.

Labor

Q. Mr. President, the industrial labor
movement is none too pleased by Mr. Daley’s
movement over to the Gore campaign. I'm
wondering if you think choosing someone
from the corporate world will further antago-
nize the labor movement and cause difficulty
for the Clinton/Gore administration gen-
erally, and for Vice President Gore and the
campaign.

The President. No. I think, for one thing,
anybody that looks at Bill Daley’s lifetime
record or his family’s lifetime record would
have a hard time finding someone who has
been in the mainstream of Democratic poli-
tics who’s been any more pro-labor.

You know, we all have a difference on
these trade issues. The Vice President does,
and I do, and Secretary Daley does. But on
virtually every other issue, I think you can
make a very compelling case that this has
clearly been the most pro-labor administra-
tion since President Johnson, and maybe
going back before that.

So, I don’t think so. And I think he and
John Sweeney will get along well. They're
just two good Irish boys that are trying to
do right by their country.

Q. Mr. President, while it’s laudatory

Q. [Inaudible]—in the corporate world,
sir, do you think that will have any effect on
labor movement’s general direction?
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The President. No. Certainly not. I mean,
he’s got a great record, particularly when he
was chairman of the committee. I think labor
supported what he did there, and I think they

will receive him very well.

House Vote on Private Insurance
Prescription Coverage

Let me just say this. I have to make one
other announcement before you all go, be-
cause this is the only chance we have to talk
about this. I want to talk about last night’s
vote on prescription drug coverage in the
House.

As you know, the Republican bill passed
by three votes. They would allow no vote on
the Democratic bill. And I just want the
American people to know that the bill that
they passed is an empty promise to most of
our seniors. The bill passed along partisan
lines, and it offers a flawed, unworkable pri-
vate insurance prescription benefit that the
insurance companies themselves—to their
everlasting credit—the insurance companies
themselves have said, this will not work;
these policies will not be affordable; most
seniors who need help will not be able to
take advantage of this bill.

Now, they have said it over and over. This
provides more political coverage for the Re-
publicans who voted for it than insurance
coverage for the seniors who need to buy
medicine.

Now, let me just say this. In a report that
was made available only late yesterday—too
late to be of use in the debate, I might add—
Congress’s own budget office concluded that
more than half the Medicare beneficiaries
who don’t have drug coverage today would
not be covered by the Republican private in-
surance plan. It also shows that their pre-
miums would be 50 percent higher than
those under our plan, and the coverage
would be 20 percent lower.

So, for seniors with incomes over $12,600
a year, or couples with incomes over $16,600
a year, this plan doesn’t do the job. And it
certainly doesn’t do the job for Americans
with disabilities, who would also be covered
by a real Medicare prescription drug plan.
That's why the leading aging and disability
groups across the country have supported our
plan, and that’s why the drug manufacturers
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and their allies have supported the Repub-
lican plan. And it’s important that the Amer-
ican people understand the difference be-
tween the two proposals.

Again I say, we have a substantial budget
surplus projected. If we can protect the
Medicare tax receipts, I'm prepared to work
with Congress on a real prescription drug
benefit and on marriage tax relief and other
tax relief that will cost about the same
amount of money that the Republicans say
they want. But we're going to have to work
across party lines on a bipartisan bill. We
don’t need the kind of one-party vote we had
last night, especially without allowing us to
even bring up our substitute and see how
many Republican votes we could get for a
real bill.

So I haven’t given up, and we're still work-
ing.

Thank you all very much.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, do you expect Secretary
Albright to recommend a summit in the near-
term, or are you just going to take a couple
more weeks before that’s a possibility?

The President. 1 just don’t know because
I haven’t talked to her. I want her to come
back and visit. Obviously, I've been spending
a major amount of time thinking about this,
working on it, talking to all the parties. But
I really wanted her to go there and get a
sense of it, come back, and then we’ll decide
where to go from here.

But I actually don’t know the answer to
your question. This is not one of those deals
where I'm just not ready to announce it; I
just don’t know. And I'm going to do what-
ever I can in the time I have left to help
them make peace. So whatever I do or don’t
do will be based on my calculation that it
will maximize the possibilities of ultimate
success. But I don’t know yet.

Q. Do you expect any kind of decision
today or tomorrow?

The President. No.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to author Helen Zia and her book,
“Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an
American People”; and John J. Sweeney, presi-
dent, AFL-CIO. The transcript released by the
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Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Secretary-designate Mineta.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Reporting and Disclosure
Requirements for Political Action
Committees

June 29, 2000

The Vice-President and I applaud the
House and Senate for the broad, bipartisan
approval of legislation to establish reporting
and disclosure requirements for section 527
organizations, the so-called stealth PAC’s. I
commend the sponsors from both sides of
the aisle and from both Chambers of Con-
gress—including, Senators McCain,
Lieberman, and Feingold and Representa-
tives Doggett, Moore, Castle, and
Houghton—for their leadership in address-
ing backdoor spending by these outside orga-
nizations.

Passage of this bill proves that public inter-
est can triumph over special interests, and
I look forward to signing it as a first step
toward meaningful campaign finance reform.
There is still time this year to enact more
comprehensive reform, and I renew my call
to Congress for immediate action on the
Shays-Meehan bill in the House and the
McCain-Feingold bill in the Senate to re-
store the public’s faith in the integrity of our
election system.

Statement on Senate Action To
Protect Medicare Surpluses

June 29, 2000

I am pleased that the Senate followed the
leadership of Vice President Gore by agree-
ing to lock away Medicare surpluses for debt
reduction to help prepare for Medicare’s fu-
ture challenges. Before we make any other
major budget decisions this year, we should
agree that Medicare funds should not be
used to finance tax cuts or other spending.
Walling off Medicare will further strengthen
our fiscal discipline by locking in $400 billion
of additional debt reduction and help keep
our economy strong. The Conrad-Lauten-
berg amendment passed by the Senate today
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would truly protect Medicare and enhance
our fiscal discipline. This amendment takes
Medicare fully off budget, as the Vice Presi-
dent proposed, and as we have done with
Social Security. I look forward to working
with Congress on a Medicare off-budget
lockbox bill that I can sign this summer.

Earlier this week, I made an offer for bi-
partisan cooperation on America’s priorities.
I called for establishing a foundation of fiscal
discipline—the Conrad-Lautenberg amend-
ment would accomplish that. I urge Congress
to pass a plan that gives real, voluntary Medi-
care prescription drug coverage that is avail-
able and affordable for all seniors. Only if
Congress does this, would I then be willing
to sign broader marriage penalty relief legis-
lation.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
Supplemental Appropriations
Request

June 29, 2000

I am pleased that the House passed with
overwhelming support my emergency fund-
ing request for a range of essential and time-
sensitive needs. It has been 4 months since
I first sent this request to Capitol Hill, and
the needs are all the greater today.

With this funding, we will be able to sup-
port the courageous antidrug efforts of Co-
lombia which can, in turn, help curb the flow
of drugs in our Nation; we will help build
homes for those still deprived of permanent
housing by Hurricane Floyd; we will have
funds available for low income Americans to
pay for home cooling in the event of a dan-
gerous summer heat wave; and we will pro-
vide support for our troops and efforts to
build stability in Kosovo.

I am also pleased that Congress has, at our
urging, dropped several deeply problematic
anti-environmental riders along with the to-
bacco rider which would block Federal Gov-
ernment litigation against tobacco companies
to recover costs to taxpayers of smoking re-
lated illnesses.



